Making Music Albums and Singles Using Only An iPhone 6
At the end of 2018, I suddenly had a lot of time on my hands due to a torn hamstring injury obtained whilst trying to race against a dog – fool me !! In order to help me pass the time, I gave myself the challenge of trying to make a music album and single using only my iPhone 6 and the free App called GarageBand, which an IB Higher Level Maths student of mine, Wuyang, had told me about the previous summer.
I began to familiarise myself with the recording, mixing and production features of GarageBand and soon realised that I had discovered an amazing app. Not only is it possible to play and record real instruments, but there also many instrument simulations available, which can be played using your fingers. 
Because I was a 1 man band, I had to play and record all of the instruments separately as well as doing the vocals even though I’d never really thought of myself as a singer. After some experiments,
I decided to use the configuration outlined below. 
1) Acoustic guitar – I played my real acoustic guitar and recorded the sound using the in-built 
    iPhone 6 microphone and placed the iPhone 6 either on the dining table or sofa at home and  

    sometimes on the table in my motorhome while I was on tour !!
2) Electric guitar – I played my real electric guitar through my iPhone 6 via a small additional 
    electronic device called an iRig2, which allowed me to select different amplifiers and pedal 
    effects. Again the sound was recorded using the in-built iPhone 6 microphone and the iPhone 6 
    was placed as mentioned above.
3) Drums – although I had a real drumset,  I decided to use the in-built GarageBand simulation and 
    played the chosen drumset with my fingers throughout because it produced a much better sound 
    quality compared to recording my real drum set using the in-built iPhone 6 microphone (see  
    photo below). And the results were absolutely amazing !!

4) Bass guitar and keyboard – in each case, I used the in-built GarageBand simulations and played the 
     instruments with my fingers throughout because I didn’t have any real instruments (see photos 

     below). Again the results were absolutely amazing !!
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After a while, I became more competent with the entire process and was able to compose, record, mix and produce songs more quickly. After several months, I had enough songs to make an album and two singles and began the final mixing process again using only the in-built features of Garageband on my iPhone 6. I am very grateful to my friend Wolfgang who opened my eyes to the enormous world of mixing and gave me lots of tips for obtaining an overall good, balanced sound. Initially, I did the mixing using headphones and then for the final production version, I used my Bose Hi-Fi system to optimise the mixing settings.
The final step was to produce the songs in a high quality format that an online record label would accept. There are lots of different formats and I opted for the .wav format because that was the format required by my chosen online record label.
By May 2019, I had all of the songs in the required format and was able to send them off to my chosen online record label for acceptance and final distribution to all of the popular online music platforms such as iTunes, Spotify, YouTube, Google Play, Amazon and many more. Afterwards, came an anxious waiting time because I didn’t know whether the songs would be good enough and whether they would be accepted because I’d never done anything like this before and the music market is a tough place. But after a few days, I was over the moon to see that they had accepted my first two singles “Our Future” and “Let’s Go” as well as my first album “Return” and soon they would be on their way to the online music stores. Sure enough, within 1 week all of the songs were online and people were listening to them all around the world. What an amazing feeling to think that people were listening to my music at home, in their cars or on their walks …. Who knows what the future would bring.
A second album “The Soft Songs” and two more singles “How The Heart Feels” and “Amongst It All / Just You” followed at the end of the summer in 2019 and at the beginning of 2020.
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Here are the YouTube links to my 4 singles :

Our Future (feat. Tanja)

=> https://youtu.be/GWc6oud7Pik
Let’s Go      

    

















=> https://youtu.be/Zm27BE9cQSA
How The Heart Feels      
=> https://youtu.be/1TEBpNKS2cc
Amongst it All                  
=> https://youtu.be/DL8heOzwUA0
A typical link looks like this =================================(
You can find all of the other songs online by searching for :

- Aztec Warrior <album name> eg. Aztec Warrior Return  

OR

- Aztec Warrior <single name > eg. Aztec Warrior Amongst it All
If you would like more information about my music and how I made my music albums and singles, then please don’t hesitate to contact me in Facebook or via email (see business card and flyer below). But not all at once please !!
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My band name is  Aztec Warrior.
Enjoy listening to my music (
A Typical Song Display in GarageBand On The iPhone 6
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Music Flyer and Business Card
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Paul Chodak is an english born singerkongwriter/musician
who has lived in the Lake Constance area for over 30
years. Since his youth, he has played guitar, drums and
keyboard with great pasion. He now composes. plays and
sings in his own band Aztec Warrior.

His first album “Return” contains pop, rock, blues and
acoustic instrumental songs. The second album “The Soft
Songs” contains fracks from the “Return” album and also
features three new ones - further albums will follow.

His music is available on CD and in many online music
stores such as iTunes, Spotify, YouTube, Amazon, Google
Play, etc.

Paul Chodak
Singer/Songwriter/Musician

paul.chodakél@gmail.com

OI76 13883549
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Singer/Songwriter/Musician
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